From the moment a baby is born “human beings are biologically wired to form relationships.”

Beyondbelief.com

Summary of executive study…”To impart one’s values to truth - you must develop loving, intimate relationships & model the very truth/value you want to see ingrained n the child.  This is from scientific study.

1. Loving, intimate connections with our kids

2. Need to develop convictions

Two generations of youth and parents

Definition of Convictions – know what you believe, know why, and EXPERIENCE it in your life. 
There are precious few

8 categories of what people say to back up what they think

Failed to develop convictions

1. way I was taught

2. parents

3. church

4. seminary

5. feel

6. believe “It true because I believe it” “It wouldn’t be true if you don’t believe it.”

7. faith

1 Cor 15 If Christ is not raise from the dead than your faith is futile.

Our faith doesn’t make the Bible true.

8. changed my life
“I witnessed to over 200 Muslims one on one. They would all say the Koran had changed their life.”

Reasons they walk away
- intellectual questions aren’t answered

- church is boring

Parents need to know the answers

54% walk away from faith because no one answers their questions.

Parents have a 300% greater impact than teachers, pastor, etc.

“As long as I’m in the center of God’s will, you can throw hell at me and I’ll fight it off with a squirt gun.”

“If you have not reached your child by the time they are 11 years old, statistics show that only 4% will become Christians.”
This is because of the competing worldviews.

Resources

Novels & devotionals for teens

The Truth Twisters

The Deceivers

Youth Devotions 2

“Is the Bible personally from God?” for grade school kids

“Children Demand a Verdict”

1.  Can I hold the NT in my hand and say what was written is what I am holding.

Historiography – principles of determining authenticity

 - Bibliographical test – manuscript is a hand written copy

papyrus deteriorates over time.

Autographa is the original. Copy the original.

What is the number of years that the earliest manuscripts are to the original.

NT 50 years, Aristotle 1400, etc.

How many manuscripts are there.

Caesar 10, Pliny 7, Sophocles 193, Lecretius 2, Herodotus

NT 24,633 manuscripts

Homer’ Iliad 643

Justin Maryer, Ireneaus, Clement of Alexandria, Origin, Polycarp 36,000 quotations of the NT from Early Church Fathers (before 325 Council of Nicea)
50,000 from OT

2. Was what was written down true?

Four lines of reasoning

i) eyewitness accounts. Nearness of the witness to events recorded 

· geographically

· chonologically

Luke 1:2-3

2 Peter 1:16 “For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the power of coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but WE WERE EYEWITNESSES of His majesty.

ii) They appealed to the knowledge of their listeners. They throw their arguments in the presence of knowledgeable, hostile witnesses.
Acts 2:22 “Men of Israel…attested to you my signs…which God performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves know…”

250 debates McDowell appeals to knowledge of opponent 20 times – so they would have to say yes before the audience.

Acts 1:3 “by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of 40 days.”

iii) 11 of 12 disciples died martyrs death – tortured, etc. [John died in exile on the Isle of Patmos.]
a lot a people die for a lie, BUT they all thought it was the truth.

“He who cannot smile should not be a salesperson.”

“The extremity of the sacrifice speaks nothing of the truth of the event. [or veracity of what they died for].”



Tortured for belief in the empty truth.

iv) Die for a great cause

“Extremity of sacrifice speaks nothing of the greatness of the cause.”

Yes, but their great cause died on the cross.”

Jews taught that there were 2 messiah’s coming 

Son of Joseph, suffering servant

Son of David, reigning political messiah

Jesus said it was one messiah coming twice.

Jews started to teach, around the time of Antiochus Epiphanies, Israel is the suffering messiah. 

Disciples believed that Jesus was reigning political messiah. 

God revealed himself and protected this revelation. “Thus saith the Lord” it is true.

Session 3
Rules without relationship leads to rebellion.

With limited time, here is his advise:

Seven “A’s” of building relationships - simple principles: (example & biblical)

No guarantees in parenting. “Train up a child” doesn’t mean what is commonly thought. [McDowell didn’t expound on the correct hermeneutic of it.]

It is never too late to start.

Some children are born hard to raise. Don’t give up. “Even science says don’t give up.” [Read one of his books. (?)]

“Don’t check your brain at the door.”

1. Affirmation. They have a sense of authenticity. 

Roman 12:15 NLT “When others are happy, be happy with them. If they are sad, share their sorrow.”
Wife sad – his response was (i) suck it up, (ii) blame someone else – “They don’t understand, (iii) there are 3 things you can do to fix it, (iv) quote Scripture to her.

The Bible doesn’t say if someone is sad, quoted Scripture. Much easier to quote Scripture than to live it. 

Put arm around. Sorry, that must have really hurt. I hurt for you.
Build a bridge, not a barrier.

2. Acceptance. Unconditional acceptance gives security
Romans 15:7 “So accept each other just as Christ has accepted you; then God will be glorified.”

Acknowledge their success. But more than that acknowledge their effort. Even more than that, acknowledge their being. 
It doesn’t matter if we win or loss. You love them any way. I love and accept you because you are my daughter and are created in the image of God. You would regret your bad decisions, but I’d still love you.
3. Appreciation. Sense of significance. I’ve done or said something worthwhile.  
“This is my beloved Son, and I am fully pleased with him.”

4. Available. Sense of importance. Children spell love “T I M E.” 

Forsake not the little children. “You are not as important as” is what our children hear when we say we “I need to do this instead or first.” 

If you spend time with your children, they will spend time with you later. If you hug them now, they will hug you later. 
My children still come home. Vacation together.

Matt 19:14 “Let the children come to me. Don’t stop them! For the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to such as these.”


My family doesn’t before my ministry. My family is my first ministry. BE available.
5. Affection. I am lovable. Sense of lovability

Verbal. “I LOVE YOU. I love you, I love you.”

Goal: Ten times a day they would hear it.

Appropriate physical affection – hug, kiss, hold hand,etc.

The greatest protection against promiscuity is the affection of a father. 
6. Approach their world. Step into their world. Stop into their world when young, and when they are old they will step into yours. 

Buy kids toys and play with them together. Buy the boy comic books and read them together.
7.  Accountability. Reasonable structure. Sense of responsibility and love. Reasonable rules and hold them accountable.
“My parents don’t care when I come home.” I wish I had your father. My daddy wants me to be home be home by 11p.m.

Don’t lead from position but from relationship.

108 best sellers. Help people overseas who don’t have these resources.
Ten reasons why the Scripture is the Word of God (from question 2 of Westminster Shorter Catechism Explained from Scriptures):


majesty


holiness


 e.g. Trinity


 


 


prophesies fulfilled


ancientness – creation


miracles


blood of saints


Holy Spirit 








