Help these kids don’t think like I do
Trends
· Growth rate in minorities

· Huge increase in bi-racial

· Urban dwellers

· Smaller families

· Gen y = 82 million

Characteristics

· relational

· optimistic

· group oriented

· kinesthetic (noisy/movement)

· connected

Family

· fewer in traditional families

· more only children

· white kids – older parents

· transient

Financial Influence

· equal vote in how family spends $

· influence purchase – clothing, car & tech stuff

Health Issues 

· increase in autism, learning disabilities

· physical fitness – obesity/nutrition

· sleep deprivation

· substance abuse/medicated by parents

· sexually transmitted diseases

· 40% spend lunch $ on junk food

· 18% 8th graders try marijuana

· 80% 10yr old girls have been on a diet

Spiritual Belief System

· self-proclaimed spiritual awareness

· open to conflicted systems

· non-judgmental/don’t believe in absolutes (total tolerance -> anarchy)

Technology

· real time communication

· plugged in 24/7 multi-tasking

· more tech than teachers

· more time on computer than TV

· kids exposed to porn by age 4

· majority of teen males view porn monthly

· internet is used by aggressive girls to trash other girls. “Sugar & spice & no longer nice.

Concluding thoughts:
We are proxy for Jesus Christ

They have a call in their lives and a target on their backs

