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Issac Newton was born in Lincolnshire, a small town outside of England, on December 25, 1642. He grew up as a yeoman farmer. His dad died shortly before he was born, but insisted that Newton run the farm when he grew up. After elementary schooling he returned home to try and learn the business of a farmer, but ended up spending most of his time solving problems, making experiments, or devising mechanical models. His mother was very observant and knew that Newton’s talents were not found in farming, but in the field of mathematics. They enrolled him into Trinity College at Cambridge in 1661. Even though his mother was very well off he became a sizar. A sizar was a student who received allowance toward college expenses in exchange for acting as a servant to other students. His talents and interests were peaked at Trinity, and Newton was displaying a remarkable sense of logic. From 1665 to 1666 Newton was forced to go home because the plague had hit England. It was during this time period that he made most of his greatest discoveries. The binomial theorem, fluxions, and optics are just a few of the discoveries Newton made. In 1667 Newton returned to college and took up a permanent residence there to continue studying. He took over for his old professor in 1669 and began to lecture publicly, once a week, for about a half an hour to an hour.


Newton’s greatest contribution to Calculus came when he developed his idea of integration. Newton said that the integration of a function was just the inverse procedure to differentiating that function. He produced simple analytical methods to finding things such as areas, tangents and lengths of curves. Newton’s method was written in 1671, but he failed to publish it. It eventually reached print in 1736 when John Colson produced an English translation

Though Newton discoveries in the field of mathematics helped change the world of his time. It was also his continual focus on God that allowed him to know the origin of what he was investigating. Newton was a scholar of both Euclid and Solomon. His studies of Kinckhuysen’s Algebra, did not take up more time than his study of the Word of God. At this time in History it was common for a philosopher or scientist to believe in a divine creator. Therefore it was easier to do an experiment on something. When you understand the context of origin, you can better understand the problem or experiment. Newton was big on Theology and the meaning of life. He spent three whole years (1672-1675) devoted to study of God and biblical truth. He not only showed this through his words but also his actions. “Plato is my friend, and Aristotle is my friend, but truth is my best friend,” was one of Newton’s famous quotes regarding his search for truth. Even though Newton studied all different philosophies of many atheist scientists before him, his faith in the Lord remained his main solvent to any equation of life. 

By the time 1685 came around Newton had established himself as the greatest mathematician of the time. When James II became king of Great Britain in February of 1685, he was tolerant to both Protestants and Catholics. With his Catholic conversion in 1689 he insisted that all the major roles in society be held by a catholic. This included positions at all the colleges across Great Britain.  Being the staunch Protestant he was, Newton defended the likes of Cambridge University against the King. He urged the college Chancellor to “Be courageous and steady to the Laws and you cannot fail.”     
