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	Scavenger Hunt – TI-Nspire CAS™ with Touchpad
Physics: Getting to Know the Calculator Page
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	TI-Nspire Scavenger Hunt - Touchpad



Activity Overview

· In this activity, you will create and investigate the features of a calculator page.

Materials

· TI-Nspire CAS™ with Touchpad
Getting to Know the TI-Nspire™ Touchpad 
1. Where are the letters? What do you notice about them? _______________________ _______________________________________________________________________

2. Which key is located under the ~ key? _________

3. Which key do you think you push to access the yellow functions on the keypad? _________

4. The Touchpad is used to navigate the cursor around the screen. 

What body part appears above the CLICK in the middle of the Touchpad? _________

5. Where are the buttons for add, subtract, multiply, and divide? ___________________

What do you notice about the add and subtract buttons? __________________________

6. Press c to turn on the handheld. To adjust the contrast, hold down the / and press + or - keys repeatedly to lighten or darken the screen. 

7. The handheld is designed to mimic the operation of computers and computer software. Many of the traditional shortcut keys used with computer software are available on a TI-Nspire handheld. The handiest ones, / Z and / Y, are used to “undo” and “redo” actions. 

Starting to Navigate the Handheld
8. Press c to enter the Home Screen. 
a.
How many options are there to select from on the screen? __________________

b.
Which options might you select to graph a line? ___________________________

c.
Which options remind you of some computer functions? _________________________
9. Press c1 to create a new document. If prompted to save the current document, e to [NO]. Press 1 to start the new document with a calculator. A blank page appears on the screen and a tab labeled 1.1 appears in the top-left corner of the screen. What appears in the lower-right corner of the screen? _____________________

10. Perform the following calculations.

a.
Type 1/2+1/3 and press ·. What do you notice? _______________________

b.
Type 1./2+1/3 and press ·. What do you notice? _______________________

c.
Type 2/5 + 3/8 and press / ·. What do you notice? ____________________

d.
Type (4–3(2–4)3–7)2 and press ·. Notice the faded images of the closing parentheses. What was the result? ____________

11. What do you think the 4/99 in the bottom-right corner of the screen means? ______________ 

12. Use / l and/or / p to perform the following calculations.
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13. Perform the following actions. Use / =, º, or ¹ to access the necessary symbols.

a.
Type –4 < –5. What did you get? ________________

b.
Type 2x+3|x={–3, 0, 1, 4, 5}. What did you get? ____________________________

What does the result from the previous calculation mean? __________________

c.
Type 4!. What did you get? ________________________

d.
Type 
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 ·. Then press rT ·. What did you get? ____________________

e.
Now press pD ·. What did you get? _________________________
Question (d) and (e) above are about as hard as the mathematics will be this year in physics. 
We are finite creatures living in a finite world that the Lord has created; it had a beginning and it will have an end. Our knowledge of the physical universe is limited. We cannot make a measurement with an infinite amount of precision.  Therefore, NO FRACTIONS in physics. One of the most important TI-Nspire

key combinations to be aware of from this activity is / ·. What does this do? ________________
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