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Logical Fallacies
Apologetics
Objective: Be prepared to deconstruct unbelief and the illogicalness of it.
Fill in the blanks: These are largely taken from “Let us Reason Together: An Introduction to Logical Thinking”
Apologetics is offense and defense.  Being familiar  with the following can help  you gain respect as you listen and show that you are thinking about what is being said and it can break down stereotypes.

Definitions:


   
____________________ - a statement about ________________

____________________ - a proposition upon which an argument is made, 





upon which a conclusion is made

____________________ - mistake in reasoning 

Reason and logic means getting our thoughts in order

Remember: A fallacious argument doesn’t mean the conclusion is TRULY false, it only means the individual has not ______________ what he believes.  But if we cannot prove what we believe then we do not have a ________________ basis for our belief.  A conclusion may be true but the argument for the existence of God with the existence of God. I.e. even if your argument is shown weak or wrong doesn’t mean God doesn’t exist.

All arguments against God can be refuted using one of the following.

Informal Fallacies:  Fallacies in the ___________________or _________________ or an argument.

1. ______________________. An assertion without a __________________ or basis

“Relative to the individual.  The individual as the ultimate reference point.  “That’s  just what I believe.”  “That’s just the way things are.”  More Subtle: “Everyone decides truth for themselves.”

2. __________________________  or _____________________________ - A proposition 

is meaningless if it _______________ itself. “I cannot speak a word of English.” “All truth is relative.” “This statement is false.” “I can only know what I experience through my senses.”

3. A ____________________ ___________________ - something cannon be proven to ___ exist. “There are no unicorns.” “God doesn’t exist.” You cannot be everywhere at the same time to test it.
4.  _________________ to ________________ - When you take a belief to its logical ____ that results in absurdity. Reductio ad absurdum. “If all truth is relative, then the statement ‘all truth is relative’ is relative and not absolutely true, so you can’t propose it.” This is not a logical fallacy, but a good definition to be familiar with and use.
[image: image1.png]5) “Nothing -Buttery” Everything is reducible to
Making a complex thing too simple. Red flags are words of exclusivity. “all”, “everything™ “Everything is reducible to matter (chemistry
& physics)” “All truth is relative ™ “Everything is chance.”

6) is right. What is, is
right. A form of reductionism. “There are many religions in the world that disagree with you.” “That's just the way the world is.”

“Some cultures believe in different morality.”




7) _______________________ - something true by _____________________.   “Bachelors are not married.” “Survival of the fittest.” Response: Disagree with the definition.
[image: image2.png]8) Pragmatism. It therefore
it’s true. Moral fallacy. “Whatever works for You.” “Try Jesus”” “Jesus will fix your life, and you’ll find peace and
fulfillment.” “Welfare helps feed poor people.” “Lots of other religions produce moral people.”




9) _____________________ __________________ - ad infinitum – an appeal to what came before, then what came before that. Or appeal to authority, then its authority, etc.  “everything has a cause.” Response/Good News: Cannot end without an absolute.

[image: image3.png]10) Circular reasoning. When the answer to a question

isa of the question. Sneaking the conclusion into the premises.

“How do you know the future will be like the past? — Because experience tells me so0.”
“How do you know miracles are not possible? -- Because all claims to miracles have been disproven:”
“I believe the Bible is the Word of God Because it says it's the Word of God.” *I think, therefore 1 am.”

11) Using a word with two different
“If all men are created equal, then why are Some men stronger or smarter than others?" I believe there is no God, but Nature does her thing




12) Fallacy of _________________ - emphasis can change the meaning. Matt 5 love your neighbor…so I can hate my enemy?

13) Fallacy of _________________ - same word different meaning. E.g. New Ager and JW and Christian all mean something different by “Son of God”. Response: Be careful to define words.
14) Appeal to _________________ - (might doesn’t make right)

[image: image4.png]15) Character assasination.

A proposition is false because the one holding it is disreputable.
“Christianity can’t be true because look at the Crusades and the Inquisition." How can we trust the Bible when its writers were murderers and
adulterers themselves?"

16) A form of ad hominem. A proposition is

not true because that the person holds are not true.
“Jesus can’t be trusted because he hangs around sinners.” “White Supremicists are racists and religious, so religion is
therefore hateful.” “The Nazis also believed in culture wars and puritan morality.”




17) Argument from _____________________ -Believe it because it can’t be proven false. Response: Switch the burden of proof. If you make a claim, then prove the point.
[image: image5.png]18) Because something wasn’t then it isn’t true.
“Jesus never said anything about homosexuality™” “There’s nothing in the Bible about.(TV, sex change operations)........"

19) Something is false because it results in
“If you give this man the death sentence, who will take care of his family?"

“What about the deaf. blind, mentally retarded aborigine in Africa who has never heard the gospel?”

“If you don’t let this woman have an abortion, then who is going to take care of her unwanted child?”




[image: image6.png]20) Redefinition of into more acceptable words.
Abortion is “terminating pregnancy” “unwanted child” “unviable fetal tissue mass.” “Quality of Life." “Love affair”

21) “ad populum.” Something is true because it has

‘Truth by opinon polls. “On an ignoramus would reject this” “everybody’s doing it” “Get with it.” “Progressive” (euphemism)

22) “Dicto simpliciter” Ignoring to a rule.
“Accept this because it is true in general.” Matthew 4:6 “If you are the son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written,
“His angels will take charge concerning you.”

23) Jumping to a

Accepting a general conclusion because a special case supports it. “Paul recommended wine to Timothy, so its okay
to get drunk.” Paul s speaking medicinally, not socially. Anecdotes: “I know a woman who had five children in poverty. Cutting welfare
would starve her children.”

24) Truth by

“Most scientists are evolutionists.” “Everybody’s doing it “Morality is what society determines for itself:"

25) Something is true because an accepted authority says
SO. “Scientists say..”" “Doctors say..” “The foremost authority in so and 0 says...”
26) Whatever is is true.

Or whatever is older is truer. Ageism. MTV thinking
abstinence before marriage is Victorian” “That’s so dated” “Hinduism is older than Christianil

“The Bible is so old and out of date.” “Be progressive.” “Sexual





[image: image7.png]27) Argument to the Fill in the gaps.
“Scientists are confident that we will eventually find missing links in the fossil record”

Creationists are often accused of GOD of the gaps. Whatever we can’t explain, then God did it.

Naturalism is a science of the gaps. “Whatever we can’t understand, we will one day discover the natural cause behind it.”

28) Argument by Creating a false picture of your
opponent so it is easier to knock him down. “Creationists believe the earth was created in 4004 BC." “If God forgives you,
then you can just keep sinning.”

29) Providing the evidence for only of an
argument and ignoring the opposing evidence.




30) ______________________ ________________ - form of Hasty Generalization

[image: image8.png]31 The of a proposition determines it’s truth.
‘Truth by psychoanalysis. “He’s just a Christian because he needs a crutch.” *You only believe that because you were brought up that way
and taught that by your culture.” “Creationism can’t be science because it comes from the Bible, a religious document.”




32) _________________ __________________

[image: image9.png]33) Mixing two kinds of things. Apples and

oranges fallacy. “Can God create a rock too big for him to lift?” “Can God create a square circle?” “What caused Lucifer to sin?"

34) Something is true because it is
to something else. “Believing in Jesus is like believing in the tooth fairy “The Bible says God has ears and eyes and wings, so he's
a physical monster hybrid.”

35) Proposing two conclusions to a premise that are
both false, while neglecting a

“Rabbi, who sinned that this man should be born blind, Him or his parents?" “If the plague is from God, then to fight it is to fight God, but
1o not fight it is inhumane, so either way, you're inhumane or fighting God. Christianity is inhumane.”

36) Hypothesis contrary to fact. Accept something
because it
“What if Adam had never sinned?" “What if Jesus had never died or ressurected?” “What if Jesus had married?”

37 Reject something because it will something

that is unacceptable.
Not logical but psychological or intuitive. “If we allow Christians in public office, they Il try to take over the nation.” “If we restrict some
speech, then eventually all freedom of speech will be suppressed ™
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